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Minutes of the BRCA 1/8 Rallycross Annual Sectional Conference
Saturday 27th October 2018
Apologies for absence
Richard McKenzie
Jim Thompson
Attendees: 20 members
Chairman’s Report
Kevin noted another very good season again; all meetings ran well with only one curtailment at Pembrey.  Two new venues this year - Blackpool went really well, a small issue with timing loop easily resolved.  Another new venue at JC Raceway was fantastic, a superb track and very well received.  
On the European scene we had a good attendance for the Euros B and at the Euros A with both events really well run.  There were two drivers in Euros A main – Elliott Boots and Lee Martin.  At the Over 40s Euros, Simon Reeves was 2nd and Mick Butler 8th in a fantastic event in Austria.
Kevin said a big thank you to all committee who work so hard all year around and without them the section simply wouldn’t work half as well.
Entry Secretary / Treasurer’s Report
Suzanne Griffin stated that the financial position of the section remained healthy, and whilst there was a very small deficit for the year, this was not a concern.  Significant event this year was a large stock of numbers and a new microphone.  Overall, the section remains healthy with a bank balance of just under £18,500.  
There was no proposal to change entry fee levels, and the venue allowance would also remain the same.
Clerk of the Course report
Lewis Millman went through each event in turn noting various points from track layout, pit area, organisation, rostrums and other factors that are reviewed.  New venues were very good and the teams running those events were very helpful, so great to see those working well.  There were a couple of issues with PA systems which we have taken the learning from into next year.  Other specific suggestions and comments for each venue were run through and would be noted to those running meetings in 2019.




Secretary’s report
Mark Stitson commented that it had been another excellent season, with racing at the highest level, and all four championships really competitive, not just the National Championship.  
Mark also mentioned the success of the two new events, which was a brave decision this time last year by the committee, but one proved to be right.
Overall, there were 163 drivers attending a National event, up from the previous year, with 108 drivers attending four or more events to complete a Championship score.
Mark also referenced the fact that the committee is constantly looking to improve events, and have made many changes over the last few years.  The balance is always to ensure that change is not made for changes sake – i.e. the format and way in which events are run is very very popular and we would not want to risk changing that too much.  Any significant changes put forward should always be canvassed and discussed to ensure they land appropriately.
From a secretarial viewpoint it was a very quiet year.
EFRA Representative Report
Kevin confirmed event dates would be known next week at the EFRA AGM.  Entry numbers will be requested at the AGM as normal, however an email will be sent to prospective drivers based on qualifying from the National Championship – this will firm up who actually is committed to going.

Main AGM points to note/Exec dealings
Dave Waters – Chairman has decided to step down.  Not sure what will happen tomorrow at main AGM.  John Russell (vice chair) and Darren Newton (secretary) have their position ending after 2 years (usual rotation) – so all will become clear tomorrow.
Calendar
· Those applied for 2019: Herts, Shrewsbury, North West Nitro (Blackpool), JC Raceway (Cleobury Mortimer), Pembrey, Slough and Kent.
· The committee had and would continue to get feedback on the organisers in terms of capability to run a National event. 
· Depending on final confirmation from clubs/venues on dates, a final calendar would be issued at the start of December 2018 with entries available in January 2019.

Proposals passed/rejected
Rule 5 [j]:  Those drivers that finished in the top 50 drivers from the prior year’s National Championship shall be given priority entry... 
To be appended with:-
Priority entries will open 2 weeks before all other entries on the BRCA site.
Proposed: Chris Jeffery (20415)				Seconded: Carl O’Connor (151733)
· Proposal 	REJECTED

Rule 5 [j]:  Those drivers that finished in the top 50 drivers from the prior year’s National Championship shall be given priority entry... 
To be appended with:-
· In addition, drivers who participated in a minimum of 4 National meetings from the prior year’s Championship shall also be given priority entry.
Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 
· Proposal 	APPROVED

Rule 5 [b]:  Entries are to be confirmed with the entry fee of £30.00 (£15.00 Juniors) direct to the Entry Secretary...The Entry Fee payments are non refundable (to prevent block bookings). 
To be appended with:-
This Entry Fee is to be paid only via PayPal.
Proposed: Chris Jeffery (20415)				Seconded: Carl O’Connor (151733)
· Proposal 	REJECTED

Rule 5 [d]:  Additionally, if a driver...does not notify the Entry Secretary directly by a telephone call before the Monday prior to the day of the event, or fails to show....that driver will be prevented from racing at the next event he/she is entered...unless a £50 fee is paid as well as any entry fee due. 
To become:-
If a driver...does not notify the Entry Secretary directly by a telephone call before the Monday prior to the day of the event (no other means of contact will be permitted), or fails to show....that driver will be prevented from racing at the next event he/she is entered...unless a £50 fee is paid as well as any entry fee due.  This fee may be collected/paid in person on the first day of the next event but the driver will not be able to race until this fee is paid.
Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 
· Proposal 	APPROVED

Rule 4 [i] (iv) [New Rule]:  The use of headsets between driver and pit crew shall be permitted whilst racing only.  The headsets shall cover one ear only.  The use of headsets shall be forbidden when marshalling.
Proposed: Chris Sharpe-Simkiss (162430)			Seconded: Jeremy Irvine (152234)
· Proposal 	REJECTED

Rule 17 [e] (iv) [New Rule]:  Competitors may use a stand or other safe object to increase their viewing height on the rostrum.  However, this is only permitted if the driver is less than 160cm in height and/or if by standing on the object the waist of the driver remains below the rostrum front safety bar.  In the event of any ambiguity, the final decision on permission rests with the Race Referee and/or Secretary Chairman - their decision is final and the driver will not be allowed to drive in that race if the driver just not abide with that decision.
· Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 
· Proposal 	APPROVED

Rule 13 [c]:  ...If a meeting has to be foreshortened, points for that meeting may be awarded on qualification points, if the majority of committee members present agree. 
To be appended with:-
A minimum of three qualification rounds (with two to count) must have been completed for points to be awarded for that meeting.  If four rounds have been completed, the best three scores will be used.
Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 
· Proposal 	APPROVED








Rule 15 [d]:  Stop/go penalties... 
To be appended with:-
A 10 second penalty will be applied at the end of the final in the event that the driver is given a stop/go penalty within the last 3 laps of the race and does not fulfil the stop/go penalty in that time.
Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 

Amendment: There was some discussion across the floor as the initial wording was not entirely understood or clear, therefore an amendment to the wording was made:-

If the stop/go penalty is applied towards the end of the final (ie less than 3 laps to go) and the driver does not fulfill the stop/go penalty, a 10 second time penalty will be added to their final time.
· Proposal 	APPROVED

Rule 15 [g]:  Disqualification may result...Failure to adhere to a notification of a stop/go penalty and not returning to the pit lane within 2 laps of the notification 
To become:-
... Failure to adhere to a notification of a stop/go penalty and not returning to the pit lane within 3 laps of the notification (i.e. the lap of penalty/incident plus two further laps as a maximum).
Proposed: Committee					Seconded: 
· Proposal 	APPROVED

Election of Officers 
Chairperson: 			Kevin Griffin		<passed unanimously>
EFRA Rep: 			Kevin Griffin		<passed unanimously>
Secretary: 			Mark Stitson		<passed unanimously>
Treasurer/Entry Secretary: 	Suzanne Griffin		<passed unanimously>
Clerk of the Course: 		Lewis Millman		<passed unanimously>
Chief Scruitineer: 		Andy Conroy		<passed unanimously>
Website Co-ordinator: 		Matt Box	 	<passed unanimously>
Liaison Officers:		Juliet Exall  (PRO)	<passed unanimously>
Richard McKenzie	<passed unanimously>
Steve Shakespeare	<passed unanimously>
Any Other business
Sectional award was presented to Juliet Exall and Matt Box for their fantastic work across the website and social media on behalf of the section.
The British Radio Car Association (BRCA):		Page 1 of 4
(a) To promote the construction and racing of radio-controlled cars.                                  www.brca.org
(b) To facilitate the exchange of information and ideas relating to the sport. 
(c) To set rules and standards for construction and racing. 
(d) To encourage National and International competition within a co-ordinated calendar.
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